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WINCHESTER – It’s 
lining up to be an exciting 
year for Winchester ’s 
Funtastic Pool and Spa. 

This summer, owner 
Trevor Carruthers, along 
with his sister and employee 
Christina Stewart, are set to 
celebrate their 15th 
anniversary running 
Funtastic Pool and Spa, a 
business that promises to 
help homeowners create 
getaways in their own 
backyards. Located at 495 
May Street, the Funtastic 
team is not only celebrating 
an anniversary this year, but 
they’re also adding an 
online shopping option for 
customers later this month. 

“We’re opening up an 
online store at the end of 
May,” Stewart said. “We’ll 
be selling our chemicals 
through there, our 
maintenance equipment, 
pumps, and filters – 
everything we sell in our 
retail store, we’ll be selling 
online. We’re going to start 
small with chemicals and 
maintenance equipment 
first, but when we get more 
of a presence and have a 
better handle on things, then 
we’ll branch into the pool 
toys and everything.” 

Stewart said she has a lot 
of work to do before the 
online shopping option goes 

live later this month. Once 
it’s up and running, she said 
they’ll have a better idea of 
what works and what 
doesn’t, and they’ll adjust 
accordingly. Access to the 
online store will be through 
the business’ current website 
(funtasticpoolandspa.com). 

“Our robotic cleaners are 
a big seller for us,” she said. 
“Those are very cool.” She 
said that in addition to 
being available in-store, the 
robotic cleaners will be part 
of the online shopping 
options. Funtastic Pool and 
Spa is an elite member with 
the Maytronics group that 
sells the Dolphin robotic 
cleaners, which means 
Stewart’s clients are eligible 
for all rebates through 
Maytronics. 

While the owners of 
Funtastic Pool and Spa were 
busy before Covid, Stewart 
said business has increased 
during the pandemic. In 
addition to families being 
unable to travel in 2020 and 
2021, many were unable to 
get the supplies they 
needed, such as chemicals, 
because many stores, if they 
were open, were unable to 
get the required stock due to 
supply shortages. At 
Funtastic Pool and Spa, 
however, Stewart said 
they’ve made a point of 
stocking up on supplies 
whenever possible. The 

Winchester shop also 
provided curbside pickup 
during the height of the 
pandemic, and they still do, 
for those who prefer that 
option. 

“Business has increased. 
Last year, because of the 
shutdown, people couldn’t 
get into their normal pool 
places,” she said. “And they 
had shortages where we 
stocked up before, so we 
had lots of products to sell 
last year. So, we were busy. 
We got a lot of new 
customers because of that, 
which was great. It’s been a 
crazy few years, and we’ve 
been planning in advance, 
because we knew there 
would be shortages, so we 
stocked up.” 

Currently, Funtastic Pool 
and Spa is working a year in 
advance for pool 
installations, so those 
looking to have something 
installed next year, need to 
book now. Stewart said 
Carruthers does all the 
installations himself with 
the help of a team, so they 
only take on what they 
know they can complete in 
the allotted timeframe. 
Currently, she added, 
Carruthers is looking for 
one or two more employees 
to join the installation team. 

“We were booked for 
this year, last August. We’re 
small. We can only do so 

many, so we book up fast,” 
she said, adding that there 
are still openings for next 
year for those looking to 
add a pool to their 
backyards. 

As for how many 
projects they can complete 
each year, Stewart said it’s 
impossible to know, as each 
project is different. 
Installing an in-ground pool 
versus an on-ground pool is 
quite different with the in-
ground being more involved 
and taking longer than the 
other. Funtastic Pool and 
Spa also replaces in-ground 
pool liners. Stewart said her 
team is sometimes hired to 

TREVOR CARRUTHERS
495 MAY ST., WINCHESTER    613-774-2341

info@funtasticpoolandspa.com

www.funtasticpoolandspa.com

POOLS • HOT TUBS • SUPPLIES
We offer a full range of services so you can enjoy your pool and hot tub 

without the hassle.

Ask us about our new line of Ontario Built Hot Tubs
• Inground and on-ground pools
• Hot tubs
• Chemicals for pool and spa

• Service on pools
• Water analysis
• Pool parts and accessories

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE • ACCESSORIES

CALL US TODAY!
 BEFORE YOU TAKE THE PLUNGE...

SKUCE REPAIRS
4384-9th Line Road, Winchester

613-774-5612

Funtastic Pool and Spa dives into online shopping

Winchester’s Funtastic Pool and Spa sells and installs in-ground pools, on-ground pools, and hot tubs. For a 
complete list of services, visit their website. And coming later this month, watch for their new online store where 
customers will be able to buy many of the business’ in-store products, such as chemicals and maintenance tools. 

Courtesy Photos

Continued on page 3B
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MOUNTAIN – If you 
have a lawn or garden that 
needs a fair amount of 
maintenance, then you 
probably have equipment to 
help you get the job done. 

Whether it’s big or small, 
having a healthy lawn and 
garden takes patience, work 
and of course the right 
tools. 

BDL Equipment has 
everything you might need. 

Owner Bob Langlois has 
some tips about looking 
after your lawn as spring 
and summer arrive. 

“You should have 
winterized your machines 
through the winter. It is 
good practice to have put 
some kind of additive into 
your fuel tank.” 

He suggested using a 
higher grade of gas in your 
lawn cutting equipment 
than regular leaded gas.  

“It is definitely bumping 

it up to the premium. The 
price is a lot more but in the 
long run you will have a 
cleaner better running 
engine.” 

Langlois suggested fuel 
filters should be checked 
before the grass cutting 
season begins, as well as air 
filters and belts and blades. 

“You will see that the 
performance of the blades 
may decrease throughout 
the season,” said Langlois. 

He said if your lawn or 

cutting area has no rocks or 
sand then lawnmower 
blades should last a great 
deal longer. 

“You are better off at the 
start of the summer to keep 
your blades a little higher. If 
you have it too low you will 
burn your grass. When the 
blade is higher you may 
have to cut your grass more 
often, but it will be nice, 
lush grass.” 

BDL Equipment can 
sharpen your blade or if 
you want get you new 
ones. 

Langlois said he has a 
regular conversation with 
his customers about when it 
is time to replace a blade or 
piece of equipment instead 
of just repairing it. 

“You might be able to 
piece older equipment 
together year after year but 
at some point you are going 
to realize it is just not worth 
it.” 

BDL Equipment is a 
TYM Tractor and Cub 
Cadet Dealer but can find 

parts for most other push 
lawnmowers and lawn 
tractor brands. They also 
have a rental service with 
different kinds of equipment 
you can use for a variety of 
jobs around the lawn and 
garden. 

Langlois stresses the fact 
that after sales, service is 
very important to his 
customers, and having great 
customer service is 
something he prides himself 
on. 

“You want a dealer that 
will look after you,” said 
Langlois. 

BDL Equipment is 
located at 10510 Loughlin 
Ridge Rd, Mountain, 
Ontario.   

Their phone number is 
613-209-3122. BDL 
Equipment also has a 
Facebook and web page you 
can use to connect with 
them.

Lawn and garden care  
is easy with the right equipment

www.bdlequipment.com
613-209-3122 or 613-258-8913

10510 Loughlin Ridge Rd., Mountain

OUR RENTALS INCLUDE: 
MINI EXCAVATORS, SKID STEERS AND COMPACT TRACTORS

BDL EQUIPMENT 

YOUR LOCAL CUB CADET AND 
TYM TRACTORS DEALER!

SALES, SERVICE AND RENTALS

FOR ALL YOUR LAWN/GARDEN AND COMPACT TRACTOR NEEDS

build the deck and fence for around the pool, as well, 
which, of course, will add time to the length of the 
installation. As for what clients prefer – in-ground or on-
ground, Stewart said it’s about the same.  

“We do all of our own work,” she said. “We don’t 
contract anything out.” 

While they don’t offer pool maintenance services, they 
do offer a water testing service that is available to both 
customers and non-customers alike. She said they have a 
resident expert who can help decipher the results and help 
customers with what they may need as a result.  

“We upgraded it last year,” she said. “It’s like state-of-
the-art water testing on site.” 

Funtastic Pool and Spa also sells quality products, 
Stewart said, adding that whenever possible, they try to 
order locally made products. Their hot tubs, for example, 
are made in Ontario, and, she added, they’re available now. 

“We try to buy as much ‘made in Canada’ products as 

we can,” she said. “Everything that we bring in is 
quality.” 

In addition to installing the hot tubs they sell, the 
Funtastic Pool and Spa team also services the ones 
they’ve sold. In fact, Stewart said that unlike other 
companies, they service all the products they sell. This 
includes not only the hot tubs, but also the robotic 
cleaners. They don’t, however, service products sold by 
other companies. Funtastic Pool and Spa offers opening 
and closing services for pools, but with only one team, 
there’s a limit to the number they can commit to servicing 
each year.  

Located at 495 May Street in Winchester, Funtastic 
Pool and Spa is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. To learn 
more, visit their website (funtasticpoolandspa.com), send 
an email (info@funtasticpoolandspa.com), or phone (613-
774-2341). You can also follow them on Facebook to stay 
current on what’s new at the local shop.

Funtastic Pool and Spa
Continued from page 2B

BDL Equipment in Mountain has the tools and equipment you need to create that 
perfect lawn or garden. Courtesy Photo
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CHESTERVILLE – If you’re thinking 
about starting a garden or maybe updating a 
current garden but you’re not sure where to 
start, then Erin VanGilst, owner of Create 
It! Garden Design and Installation has the 
answer. 

“From consultation to installation, your 
ideas grow into full bloom with 
professional, courteous service specializing 
in perennials, shrubs, and annuals.” – 
Create It! Garden Design and Installation, 
Facebook. 

In addition to designing, installing, and 
maintaining gardens, VanGilst is available 
for one-on-one consultations with those 
who want to do the work 
themselves but need a little 
direction or assistance. 
Depending on what you 
need, VanGilst is available 
for one-or-more-hour 
consultations. She also has 
two employees with 
expertise in gardening who 
have been working for her 
for the past six years. 

Currently, VanGilst 
provides garden 
maintenance to several 
long-term clients. She opens 
their gardens in the spring, 
checks on them mid-
summer, and then returns to 
close the gardens before 
winter. 

“Some of my clients I’ve 
had since the very 
beginning, and I still have 
them,” she said. “I lost a 
dear client last year, and she 
was my very first design 
install. We ripped out what 
was there and put in a 
whole new garden. That’s 

one of my prized gardens. I love it, and 
because I’ve been able to maintain it, it just 
really held its own. And all seasons, like 
spring, summer, fall, winter, it always looks 
really good.” 

The client in question died in 2021 and a 
new family has moved into her home. This 
will be the first year, VanGilst won’t be 
returning to maintain the garden that got her 
started in the business. 

While she continues to design and install 
gardens, VanGilst said most of what she’s 
currently doing is garden renovations rather 
than new installations. She currently has 
five projects on the go, she said, noting that 
some want to downsize or simplify their 
gardens, making them more self-sustaining 

with limited maintenance required.  
“Those are my favourite kind of jobs,” 

she said, adding that clients sometimes find 
it hard to prune or remove existing plants, 
but this is one of the areas where she 
excels. “That’s where my expertise comes 
in. I’m a very tidy organized person in the 
sense of a garden and so I can be ruthless 
maybe a little bit, but that’s, sometimes, 
what people need.” 

VanGilst, who is a mother of two, moved 
with her husband and children to a new 
home a couple of years ago, leaving behind 
her lovingly designed and crafted gardens 
from her previous home. The new location 
includes a front garden she designed for the 
previous owners and she’s planning to 

eventually add to the garden landscape over 
time. Right now, she’s focusing on building 
a vegetable garden.  

While she doesn’t normally design or 
install vegetable gardens for others, she said 
she is currently working on one with a 
client who was looking for a change. She 
said most people with vegetable gardens 
want to do it themselves. She does, 
however, share lots of gardening tips 
through her Facebook page. 

“Most people do their own thing,” she 
said. “I’ve given advice and whatnot on 
that, and I do a lot of consultation work 
where I go in and help somebody with 
advice.” 

Create It! Garden Design and Installation offers tailored consultations

Garden Design & Installation

Before

After

Before

After
Erin VanGilst   613-448-1947

Horticulturist & Landscape Technician
erin@gardensbycreateit.com

From consultation to installation, your ideas grow into full 
bloom with professional, courteous service.

Specializing in perennials, s hrubs and annuals.

Ready, set,
GROW!

Create your most vibrant garden yet 
with our wide selection of perennials, annuals, 

trees and shrubs.

5 Main St., P.O. Box 737
Morrisburg, ON  K0C 1X0 

Tel: (613) 543-2802
Fax: (613) 543-0184

RAYMOND PROVOST CARTAGE CO. LTD.

613-987-2118 • www.provostcartage.ca

BULK PRODUCTS 
• Triple Mix Top Soil • Natural & Coloured Mulch

• Garden Soil • Sand • Gravel • Stone • River Wash Stone

Call for FREE estimates for your projects
Open Saturday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

1632 COUNTY RD. 12, CRYSLER, ON  K0A 1R0

EQUIPMENT RENTALS & TOOL RENTALS

Family owned & operated since 1947!

Erin VanGilst, owner of Create It! Garden Design and 
Installation, is pictured in her greenhouse. 

Casselman Photo

Pictured is one of the many garden designs by Create It! Garden Design and 
Installation owner Erin VanGilst. While she originally created the design several years 
ago for the home’s previous owner, it’s now VanGilst, along with her husband and two 
children, who call the Chesterville-area property their home.  Casselman Photo

Continued on page 5B
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MORRISBURG – There 
is nothing like a sunny, 
warm day in spring to get 

people thinking about their 
f lower and vegetable 
gardens. Many anxiously 
await the arrival of flowers 
and gardening supplies to 

garden centres, hardware 
stores and supermarkets. 
Laura’s Valu Mart in 
Morrisburg has recently 
begun receiving shipments 
of seasonal i tems on 
display just  outside the 
store. 

Laura Callery, owner of 
the Morrisburg store, 
explained for over 20 years 
the Valu-Mart location has 
been providing plants and 
gardening materials to 
customers. “A variety of 
annuals,  perennials, 
vegetables,  hanging 
baskets, shrubs, fruit trees, 
rose bushes, tropical plants 
and herbs” are available 
for purchase from the 
“beginning of May until 
the end of June,” 
commented Callery.   

When asked about 
sources for the plants, she 
mentioned there are 
several as the store obtains 
different types of plants 
from different growers. 
She explained trees, 
evergreens, rose bushes, 
perennials and shrubs are 
guaranteed for one full 
year.  “We have 
knowledgeable staff that 
have worked in the Garden 
Centre for many years who 
can help answer questions 
and make suggestions,” 
commented Callery.  

She mentioned how the 
Garden Centre is a way of 
serving the community, 
mentioning many 

customers return year after 
year “to add to their 
gardens,  patios and 
entrances.” Callery 
commented that staff enjoy 
hearing customers tell 
them their plans for the 
beautification of their 
home’s outside area. She 
noted how each year, 
customers ask when the 
Garden Centre will  be 
opened and share their 

sense of excitement as they 
“know spring has arrived 
when the tent goes up. It’s 
something our customers 
look forward to.” 

The long weekend in 
May is fast approaching, 
with its tradition of getting 
out into the garden, 
preparing, and planting 

plants that bring such joy 
throughout the summer. 
Remembering the fresh 
vegetables and herbs, the 
beautiful flower colours 
and the joy of getting out 
into the garden, provides 
pleasant memories 
throughout the winter 
season. 

Finding the flowers at Laura’s Valu Mart

The Garden Centre 
at Laura’s Valu-Mart 
in Morrisburg pro-
vides customers with 
a wonderful selec-
tion of trees, shrubs, 
gardening tools and 
of course the colour-
ful flowering plants 
which bring such joy 
to people.   

Thompson Goddard 
Photos

DEALER INFORMATION

QUALITY WINDOWS & DOORS
GREAT SERVICE. EXCEPTIONAL VALUE.

©2016 North Star Manufacturing (London) Ltd. All rights reserved.

North Star Windows & Doors can help you save money 
on your energy bills throughout the entire year.

We off er many diff erent glass options, such as Low-E Glass, 
triple-glazing and Argon gas or Krypton gas fi lled windows to keep 
your home cozy warm in the frigid winters and cool and comfortable 
during the hot summers. The technology might be invisible, 
but you’re sure to see the savings.

SAVING ENERGY NEVER
FELT BETTER

She said she answers questions, provides 
suggestions, and, if needed and depending on the 
situation, she can bring plant materials as well. She said 
she not only brings plant materials for the jobs she 
designs and installs but is also willing to do so for those 
clients who want to do the work themselves.  

VanGilst said she orders regularly from various 
suppliers and said it’s easy to add a tree or specific 
plants to an order should someone wish her to do so. In 
addition to a Manotick plant warehouse, Peter Knippel’s 
Garden Centre in Ottawa, and Russell’s Beyond the 
House, VanGilst says she buys a lot of her plants from 
Chesterville’s AB Greenhouse. 

“They are wonderful people to deal with, so good,” 
she said. “Last year, I did a huge order. Unfortunately, I 
lost three clients due to age who I always plant annuals 
for, so my annuals order is much smaller. But they’re 
super helpful. I’m grateful.” 

Helping people find the right type of garden for them 
and their home is something VanGilst clearly enjoys. 
While some are all about the annuals, many others are 
looking for the ease and convenience that comes with 
perennials or shrubs.  

To stay current on what’s new with Create It! Garden 
Design and Installation, follow the business on 
Facebook (facebook.com/CreateItgardendesign). In 
addition to updates, Van Gilst also shares links to 
gardening-related information and advice, such as what 
plants are best for repelling mosquitos, for instance. 

“I share information I think is good and relevant,” she 
said. “I want them to be able to garden for themselves.” 

To learn more about Create It! Garden Design and 
Installation, or to book a consultation with VanGilst, 
send an email (erin@gardensbycreateit.com) or phone 
613-448-1947. She also has a business website 
(gardensbycreateit.com).

Create It! Garden Design  
and Installation

Continued from page 4B

L&G 2022 Page 05.qxp_Layout 2  2022-05-17  3:59 PM  Page 1



Page 6B Spring Lawn & Garden Guide Wednesday, May 19, 2022

Joseph Morin 
Record Staff 

CRYSLER – Every spring in Ontario 
homeowners get out their list of jobs to be 
done around the house. 

That includes getting their lawns ready 
for another summer or their gardens 
prepared for another spring planting. 

There are tools to be made ready, like 
lawnmowers and rakes, shovels, and garden 
equipment. It is a time to take stock of what 
you have and what you are going to need. 

Crysler Home Hardware is ready to give 
you a helping hand when it comes to 
meeting spring around the yard head on. 

The hardware store has a rich history. It 
goes all the way back to 1923 when the 
current owner Mark Beggs’ 
great grandfather bought the 
building. “At the time it was 
a window and door factory,” 
said Begg. “They operated 
it for 50 years selling it in 
1973.” Eventually Begg 
was able to buy it back from 
the people who had 
purchased it from his great 
grandfather. 

“It has been a hardware 
store all along,” said Begg. 
“After the window and door 
factory my grandfather got 
into building supplies, and 

eventually hardware and housewares. He 
joined the Home Hardware franchise in 
1965 and it has been a Home Hardware 
store ever since.” 

Begg, explained, “At this time of year 
we sell a lot of soils, fertilizers and 
mulches. People are getting their flower 

gardens and vegetable gardens ready.” 
The hardware store sells all the seeds 

you might need along with lawnmowers, 
tillers and wheelbarrows. 

With the spring weather slowly looking 
like it will soon be moving into summer,  
people are getting ready to look after the 

outside of their homes. 
“So far it has been very good especially 

when [they] get some warmer temperatures 
and some sunshine. People are anxious to 
get out and work on their yard projects.” 

There is no end to the accessories you 
can add to your garden or lawn.  

Begg said birdfeeders and birdbaths are 
popular as well as lawn furniture so that 
you can enjoy those warm summer 
evenings. 

“We also have a great deal of barbecue 
equipment.” 

You can connect with Crysler Home 
Hardware at 68 Charles St., Crysler; phone 
at: 613-987-2802; they also have a 
Facebook page. 

Garden Centre • Indoor Plants & Gifts
Seasonal Arrangements • Landscape Design

Cindy Cluett
Owner / Landscape Designer

144 Craig Street
Russell, ON  K4R 1A1

info@beyondthehouse.ca
tel.: 613.445.5214
fax: 613.212.2221

beyondthehouse.ca

68 Charles Street, Crysler, ON  K0A 1R0 
613-987-2802

Crysler Home Hardware

Do it yourself 
doesn’t mean 
do it alone.

silverlawnfarms@xplornet.com         silverlawn.com

KEITH DURANT   613-316-4782
13051 BOYNE ROAD, CHESTERVILLE

• Backhoe Services • Site Excavation 
• Site Cleanup 

• Landscape Prep • Trenching • Post Hole Drilling

Silverlawn Contracting also offers:
PVC, WOOD AND CHAIN LINK FENCING

Crysler Home Hardware is ready for spring

Mark Begg of Crysler 
Home Hardware continues 
his family business with 
deep roots in the Crysler 
community. 

Courtesy Photo

At this time of year we sell a lot of soils, fertilizers 
and mulches. People are getting their flower 
gardens and vegetable gardens ready.” 

– Mark Beggs
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CHESTERVILLE – A 
community garden is 
designed to provide people 
in both urban and rural 
communities’ fresh 
produce. Often a 
community will provide 
residents, either for free or 
at a minimal cost with plots 
to grow vegetables, fruit or 
flowers for individual use. 
In some cases, community 
gardens are maintained by 
organizations with the 
produce made available to 
the public or are designed 
to provide fresh food to 
clients of food banks or 
similar organizations.   

For many years, 
Community Food Share has 
assisted clients in need of a 
helping hand in Stormont 
and Dundas counties. “In 
2018, Community Food 
Share partnered with St 
Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
in Winchester to establish a 
community garden to 
provide fresh produce for 
clients who visit our food 
banks,” explained CFS 
team leader Jane Schoones. 
She continued how initially 
the garden plot at St. Paul’s 
was small, however it 
provided CFS with a wide 
variety of vegetable 
donations. Schoones 
continued the size of the 
garden has tripled over the 
past few years, with the 
group focusing on “growing 
specific vegetables to have 
a higher yield of 
standardized produce. She 
noted how the dedicated 
group of volunteer 
gardeners have resulted in 
CFS receiving 1,321 
pounds of fresh produce in 
2021, almost 1,000 more 
pounds than in the first 
year. 

Christ Church United in 
Chesterville started the 
Ffaith Garden in 2021. 
Organizer Christine Cross-
Barkley explained Ffaith is 
an acronym for Fresh Food 
Always in the Home and 
was created to help people 
in the community “in need 
of fresh vegetables in their 
homes, or those in need of 
something to do with their 
spare time.   

Once the vegetables are 
harvested, they are placed 
into a basket before being 
put into the Ffaith pantry, a 
cupboard located outside at 
the back of the church and 
are available 24 hours per 
day for pick up.   

Cross-Barkley continued 
“Members of our church, 
friends and family donated 
seeds, young plants, tomato 
cages, garden tools, and 
lawn chairs” as well as a 
small picnic table, 
mentioning she hopes to 
introduce a bird feeder this 
year! She continued how 
this year there are plans to 
increase the size of the 
garden so potatoes and 
tomatoes as well as flowers 
can grow.     

“Come on out and grab a 
rake or hoe and lend a 
hand. Take 15 minutes a 
week to help with weed 

control or water a couple 
rows of plants. Pick up or 
drop off a book or puzzle. 
Watch for the produce in 
the pantry as it becomes 
ready to harvest.” she 
commented.  

The North Stormont 
community of Finch 
founded a community 
garden during the 2021 
local growing season. 
Andrew Jacques of 
Wholesome Growth Garden 
explains how last year he 
began speaking to people 
about creating a community 
garden and around the same 
time people and 
organizations in the Finch 
area began the process. He 
continued, residents 
donated “their time and 
wood to build and transport 
the raised beds, as well as 
the dirt and compost, used 
to fill the beds.”   

Jacques mentioned there 
are seven raised beds in the 
Finch Park and two at the 
Finch View Villa. He 
continued he understands 
there are “another one or 
two at private residences.” 
All the produce raised in 
the Finch community 
garden is provided to the 

Grow-A Row initiative of 
Community Food Share.   

In response to a question 
about the importance of 
community gardens, 
Jacques replied how he felt 
“the most important aspect 
of the community garden is 
giving back.” He explained 
the giving back takes many 
forms, including providing 
the produce to those in 
need, establishing 
relationships with others 

with similar interests and 
the passing on of gardening 
knowledge and passion to 
others. He continued how 
volunteering in a 
community garden “can be 
replicated at home for self-
sufficient growing.” 

During the pandemic, 
many people either began, 
continued, or re-started the 
joy of gardening. Some 
likened the “pandemic 
inspired” gardens as akin to 

the victory gardens of the 
World War Two era, while 
others enjoyed being 
involved in a process which 
helped others, while 
enjoying some time 
outdoors.  Whatever the 
reason to become involved 
in gardening, there is 
something special about 
planting the seeds, watching 
the plants grow and then 
enjoying or sharing the 
fruits of the labour. 

LANNIN
2682 Cty. Rd. 31 S., Winchester, ON

613-774-2830    Fax 613-774-2765
Serving You Since 1945 For 
ALL Your Building Supplies

LIVINGLIVING

homehardware.ca

ADIRONDACK CHAIRS ARE IN! 
7 COLOURS IN STOCK, 8TH ON THE WAY

REG. $34.99 SPECIAL $29.97 10 X 10 GAZEBO
1 ONLY 

REG. $1,399.99

SPECIAL $1,200.00

IN STOCK ONLY  
TREX COMPOSITE 

DECKING 
30% OFF
DAILY SPECIAL ORDERS OF 

COMPOSITE DECKING & RAILING!

TRI-AXLE RENTAL SERVICE 
SNOW REMOVAL

CLEAN FILL, TOPSOIL, SAND, GRAVEL

Hard Working, Reliable Service

Arnone
Haulage Ltd.
Arnone

Since 2020
Chesterville, ON

Serving Chesterville & Surrounding Areas

TEXT OR CALL 613-620-1325

Growing food in communities

Since 2018, St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Winchester has provided Community 
Food Share with fresh vegetables for their clients.   Thompson Goddard Photo

The ground is being prepared for spring planting at the 
Ffaith Garden located directly behind Christ Church 
United in Chesterville.   Thompson Goddard Photo

CHESTERVILLE – Dylan Arnone has always 
wanted to have his own business. 

In 2020 he started up, Arnone Haulage in 
Chesterville. 

Arnone has always dreamed of operating and owning 
his own truck and being able to offer Tri-Axle rental 
services, snow removal, providing clean fill, topsoil and 
sand and gravel. 

Spring brings with it all kinds of opportunities to 
follow through on plans made in the winter to fix up 
your lawn and garden.  If you are looking to improve 
your driveway, a fresh load of gravel can fix up those 
potholes. 

Before you begin to look at patio accessories for 
your back yard one of the most important challenges 
will be your landscaping. Do you have the right amount 
of topsoil and the right kind for what you want to do? 
Will you need sand to serve as a base for your patio 
stones or pool, and for areas around your garden. 

Do you have a spot in your yard that needs to be 
raised or filled with clean fill. 

When winter returns Arnone Haulage can help you 
with snow removal so you can go back to planning that 
perfect summer garden while Arnone Haulage does the 
heavy lifting outside your warm home.

Look after your yard and 
garden with Arnone Haulage
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CHESTERVILLE – The 
downtown raised flower 
beds along Chesterville’s 
waterfront are without a 
doubt one of the most 
beautiful spots in the 
community, thanks to the 
efforts of our own Green 
Gang of volunteers. Thanks 
to the volunteers who 
prepare the soil, plant the 
flowers, water, and 
maintain the raised flower 
beds for residents and 
visitors to the community 
can see and smell the 
fragrances of the different 
plants.  

When speaking with Gail 
Parker and Shirley Coons, 
two long-time Green Gang 
volunteers, a lot of helpful 
hints were given that are 
easily transferrable to the 
home gardener. Shirley 
mentioned how the Green 
Gang like to purchase 
flowers in bloom, so they 
know what colours will be 
seen in the garden beds. 
Gail commented how for 
her home gardens, when she 
is purchasing many plants of 
the same variety, she will 
choose one in bloom with 
the others beginning to bud.  

Both women shared their 
suggestions for locating 
flowers in home gardens. 
Gail suggested the label 
found on most commercial 
flower containers will 
provide location 
information; she suggests 
for shaded areas geraniums, 
impatiens, and ferns would 
be good. Shirley mentioned 
hosta and begonias do well 
in mixed light and 

suggested sunflowers, 
petunias, pansies, and roses 
are happiest in sunny areas. 

One of the most 
important elements in 
gardening is the condition 
of the soil. Gail mentioned 
how the Green Gang 
ensures the soil in the raised 
garden beds does not 
become packed which 
would affect the plant 
growth. This is done by the 
volunteers throughout the 
growing season.  

When asked about 
fertilizer, Gail mentioned 
many home gardeners put a 
slow-release fertilizer 
directly on the ground once 
a season.  Both Gail and 
Shirley explained the Green 
Gang volunteers mix the 
fertilizer with the water 
used for the raised flower 
beds. Gail noted how this 

method sends the fertilizer 
directly to the roots.   

Watering the plants is 
another essential element of 
gardening. People often 
wonder if the time of day 
for watering makes a 
difference. When asked 
about this, both women 
agree the evening or 
morning is the best time to 
water gardens, mentioning 
watering in the hot sun will 
cause the water to quickly 
evaporate. Shirley 
explained the raised flower 
beds along the waterfront 
require more watering than 
those in the more traditional 
flower beds.  

Taking care of flower or 
vegetable gardens requires 
a lot of work and in many 
cases can be costly. As is 
the case with many 
organizations, the Green 

Gang welcomes volunteers 
who wish to become 
involved in this 
beautification project.   

Gail explained how 
while the Green Gang 
receives financial 
donations, more fundraisers 
are needed to cover the cost 
of our beautiful gardens.  
On May 20 beginning at 
9:30 a.m., the Green Gang 
is holding a fundraising 
plant sale in the Rotary 
gazebo on Chesterville’s 
waterfront. There will be a 
good selection of plants to 
choose from as well as 
helping to have a beautiful 
home garden; purchasers 
will be helping to keep our 
community gardens 
beautiful.

Gardening tips from the Chesterville’s Green Gang 

 • Perennials • Shrubs • Vegetables 
• Annuals • Hanging Baskets 

• Pots • Seeds and Soil

13625 County Rd. 9, RR 3, CHESTERVILLE • 613-448-2428
CALL FOR AVAILABLE OPENINGS

A.B. GREENHOUSEA.B. GREENHOUSE

NEW! Floral Arrangements 
made to order for any occasion.

E. & A. Brunner

SFM Stump Grinding & Removal

Sheldon Flegg
14037 Road 18
Ingleside, Ontario
K0C 1M0
613.330.1924

Call or Text

SKUCE REPAIRS
4384-9th Line Road, Winchester

613-774-5612

TRP 
READY MIX LTD.

CONCRETE PUMPING SERVICE
STONE SLINGER RENTAL

READY MIX CONCRETE
Moose Creek, 

ontario

offiCe: 613-538-2271
st. albert Plant: 613-987-5377

WinChester Plant: 613-774-5277

www.trpreadymix.com

It was a bright and sunny morning on May 9. Members of Chesterville’s Green 
Gang took advantage of the warm weather by beginning their annual spring cleanup 
of garden locations throughout the village.  Pictured at the waterfront are, left to 
right, front row: Connie Gruich, Joke Van Winden, Marge Norg, Shirley Coons and 
Gail Parker. Back row: Ralph Norg.  Thompson Goddard Photo

Do you need storage space for your 
barbecue, patio set and gardening 
accessories? If so, it’s time to get a shed. 
There are many prefabricated models 
made of synthetic materials, metal and 
wood. Here are a few tips for making the 
right choice. 

Synthetic materials: Plastic, vinyl and 
PVC sheds are resistant to water and 
insect damage. Moreover, they require 
very little maintenance. Although 
available in a wide variety of designs, 
they tend to have a commercial look that 
may not suit everyone. 

Metal: Metal sheds are lightweight, 
affordable and easy to assemble. If made 
from aluminum, the shed won’t rust. 
However, metal sheds are easy to dent 
and come in fewer designs than those 

made of synthetic materials. 
Wood: Wooden sheds are sturdy and can 

complement the outside of your home. 
However, they require considerable 
maintenance and are more vulnerable to 
insects and rot than metal and synthetic sheds. 

If you’re handy, you can design and 
build your own shed. This way, you can 
choose its size and appearance. 
Furthermore, you can insulate the walls to 
create a workshop. But keep a close eye 
on your budget. This type of project can 
easily cost several thousand dollars. 

Whether you choose to buy a 
prefabricated shed or build your own, 
make sure it’s strong enough to withstand 
inclement weather. Finally, check the laws 
and regulations in your municipality for 
building this type of structure.

Garden shed considerations
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